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This is the write up of my 3rd Year Sixth Form (7th Form) Biology project which I did with two other 

students, Adrian Harris and N (Norman? Neil? I forget) Cocup at Gravesend Grammar School for 

Boys, in Kent, England. I think we shared much of the field work but the write up was largely mine, 

and the result of my family having purchased a brand new electric type-writer that I was keen and 

proud to try out. I was seventeen at the time.  

 

The effort was not graded/marked but was encouraged by our biology teachers (Clive Jermy and 

another woman teacher whose name I forget, but who patiently introduced me to Mendelian genetics). 

Both were temporary teachers, standing in for Richard (Dick) Ellis, our biology teacher throughout 

grammar school, who had suffered a heart-attack and was bed-ridden. He passed away a year or so 

later. Clive Jermy was largely responsible for cementing my interest in plants and left soon the school 

soon after this for a job at the Natural History Museum, London, where he became head of the Fern 

Section. 

 

I include this project account here because it is (now in retrospect) uncanny how many of the themes 

(transects, population numbers, community ecology, disease) are repeated later in my career. The one 

component that is not mentioned is Genetics, in which I eventually specialized (as the subject of my 

Natural Sciences Tripos Part II at Cambridge). 

 

The pdf version is not great and the odd line has been cut from top or bottom, as the original is on A4 

paper. Also, nearly all the stand-alone data tables and graphs, but for two, have been lost. I am not sure 

why, but they were in a loose leaf folder and may simply have fallen out at some time. 

 

Shorne is a small village on a hill about 5 miles out from Gravesend. 

The loction of the pond is below (Map from 1869 and from 1960 (Historical Google Earth Pro). 

Its co-ordinates are 51.410452 N,  0.424849 E 

More later Google Earth pictures show it covered by trees 

 

 






























